Health hazards of improper excreta disposal
1. Soil pollution

2. Water pollution

3. Contamination of foods, and

4. Propagation of flies. 
The resulting diseases are typhoid and paratyphoid fever, dysenteries, diarrheas, cholera, hookworm disease, ascariasis, viral hepatitis and similar other intestinal infections, parasitic infestations. These diseases are not only a burden for the community in terms of sickness, mortality and low expectation of life, but a basic deterrent to social and economic progress. Proper disposal of human excreta therefore is a fundamental environmental health service without which there cannot be any improvement in the state of community health.
 Proper excreta disposal and minimum levels of personal and domestic hygiene are essential for protecting public health. Safe excreta disposal and handling act as the primary barrier for preventing excreted pathogens from entering the environment. Once pathogens have been introduced into the environment they can be transmitted via either the mouth (e.g. through drinking contaminated water or eating contaminated vegetables/food) or the skin (as in the case of the hookworms and schistosomes), although in many cases adequate personal and domestic hygiene can reduce such transmission.
 In general, pathogenic micro-organisms may be transmitted from source to new victim in a number of ways including direct person-to-person spread and indirect routes including inanimate objects (fomites), food, water or insect vectors.
Disease transmission is also affected by host characteristics and behaviour, including: 
· Immunity (natural or as a result of prior infection or vaccination) 

· Nutritional status 

· Health status 

· Age 

· Sex 

· Personal hygiene  

· Food hygiene 

How disease is carried from Excreta
The human excreta of a sick person or a carrier of disease is the main focus of infection. The channels of transmission are 
(1) Water (2) Fingers (3) Flies (4) Soil (5) Food. 
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FIG. 1
“Transmission of faecal-borne diseases (13)




Sanitation Barrier: 
It is important to break the cycle at vulnerable points like segregation of feces, protection of water supplies, protection of foods, personal hygiene, and control of flies.
Of these, the most effective step would be to segregate the feces and arrange for its proper disposal so that the disease agent cannot reach the new host, directly or indirectly.
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